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Seafarers win collective bargaining
breakthrough in Iran
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An ITF-affiliated seafarers’ union based in Iran has
achieved a major organising victory.

The Iranian Merchant Mariners Syndicate (IMMS)
has won a new collective bargaining agreement
(CBA) for seafarers working for Iran’s five largest
shipping companies.

Together, these five companies have more than 300
ships and employ more than 80% of all Iranian
seafarers who work on Iranian-flagged vessels -
that is thousands of seafarers.

They will now all be covered by this new IMMS
agreement, which contains standards drawn from
the ILO’s Maritime Labour Convention (2006, as
amended), and from Iran’s various national labour
laws.

The new CBA will mean a noticeable improvement
in the seafarers’ working conditions. It also brings
clarity around seafarers’ employment relationship
with the shipowners - which, similar to other
sectors and in other places, has workers’ traditional
employment relationship under threat from
irresponsible models of engaging labour, such as
the ‘sham’ independent contracting now common
in food delivery.

Iranian Meechant

Mariners Syndicate

In response, IMMS and Iran’s leading shipping
companies came together to provide their industry
with a clear model for what an acceptable
employment relationship between crew and
shipowners should look like. The resulting CBA was
the outcome of comprehensive negotiations
between the two sides, said IMMS General
Secretary Dr.Rezaei.

Iranian Naval Forces Seize Tanker
Advantage Sweet in Gulf of Oman

Sweet was seized by the Islamic
Republic of Iran Navy while transiting international
waters in the Gulf of Oman. The oil tanker issued a
distress call during the seizure. U.S. 5th Fleet is
monitoring the situation.,” reads the revised
statement.

-

| ADVAHTAGE SWEET

WAL RIRD

The Repesentative of Iranian Merchant Mariners
Syndicate vist the Marshal Island oil tanker on
behalf of the international authorities and meet
crew of the Advantage Sweet

All 23 Indian crew have been safely repatriated to
India from Iran
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Dealing with the complaints of a
number of Seafarer and Repatration

- A 1
After a month of efforts and continuous follow-
up of the Complaints Unit of the Iranian
Merchant Mariners Syndicate, a number of
seafarers finally managed to receive their
salaries and wages from the owner of the
vessel and returned home yesterday
accompanied by the representatives of the
Syndicate.

these seafarers were waiting for more than
five months in Khorramshahr to receive their
arrears and return to their homeland.
Currently, the seafarers who registered their
request in the complaint unit a month ago
were able to get their rights, but unfortunately,
those seafarers who did not refer to the forum
are still waiting for the problem to be resolved.
Of course, despite not receiving a written
request from these seafarers and the necessity
of having such a request for follow-up, the
association seeks to solve their problem in
general.

Two laden Greek tankers seized by
Iranian forces
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Two laden Greek tankers seized by Iranian
forces.Suezmaxes Delta Poseidon and Prudent
Warrior boarded in the Middle East Gulf and
escorted to Iranian anchorage.

General Secretary of the Iranian Merchant
Mariners Syndicate vist the two seized Greek
oil tankers on behalf of the international
authorities and meet crew of the Delta and
Prudent Warrior in the Bandar Abbas anchor

= : = N

Dear Dr. Saman Rezaei,
General Secretary of IMMS

On behalf of PNO Executive Board I would like
to convey to you personally and all your Union
members our sincere appreciation for all your
efforts and the below detailed update,
accompanied with photos, which are well
received and noted.

Best regards,
Cpt. Emmanuel Tsikalakis
General Secretary PNO




Seafarers and dockers conference-
Santiago, chile

-

| Seafarers and Dockers
o Conference

5 Santiago - Chile

The international conference of seafarers and
port workers started its work in Santiago,
Chile, from today, December 4th, for 4 days,
with the presence of representatives from
unions, universities, and maritime and
research  centers of 135  countries.
In this meeting, in addition to reviewing the
current issues, policies and programs of the
ITF in relation to: - the role of seafarers and
manpower regarding new laws and
technologies, including balance water
management - new and carbon-free fuels -
digitalization, artificial intelligence and IOT In
the shipping industry, the direct and indirect
effects of these technologies on the working
conditions of sailors at sea will be discussed
and exchanged.
In this meeting, Rezaei, the secretary of the
association, will also talk about the
amendment of the Mexico policy document
and Al

TECHNOLOGY ROADMAP
: et toad May

Irunian Morchant
Mariners Syndicate

Sefarers' Mental and Social Health
Committee

15 Sefarers' Mental and
Social Health Committee

The Mental and Social Health Committee of
the IMMS was established as the ninth
committee with the aim of improving the
mental and social health of seafarers and their
families and with the cooperation of ITF Trust
and ISWAN.

This committee Carrying out a complete
assessment of the mental and social health
status among seafarers, identifying stressful
factors, key challenges as well as supporting
and inhibiting factors.

Financial Support for affected Iranian
Seafarers

- - + .
I S st (87
n Merchant Mariners Syndicate - ITF Affiliated

ctor Of The Rights Of Seafarers @/srbs O S

With the cooperation of the Iranian Merchant
Mariners Syndicate (IMMS) and the ISWAN
international group, more than half a billion
Tomans were deposited into the accounts of a
limited number of affected Iranian seafarers.
Due to the void and the lack



UN Security Council members observe a
moment of silence in remembrance of
Iranian President Seyyed Ebrahim
Raisi, Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-
Abdollahian and other officials who died
in a helicopter accident on 19 May
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The first Iranian Captain in the oil industry
Captain Hossein Ma'rab 1930-2023

He was a year before Iran and England Oil
Company was dissolved and National Iran Oil
Company was established. As the first group of
scholarship students, he went to England to study
from the National Oil Company and studied in
the field of maritime navigation at the King
Edward VII College of Maritime Sciences in
London. After serving more than 30 years in the
sea, He was retired in 1360, but continued his
activities in the education and training of
seafarers until the end of his precious life. He was
introduced as a enduring face by the IMMS

Captain George Quick 1929-2023
Captain Quick, a longtime pilot, leader in the
piloting community, and unwavering advocate
for the rights and welfare of mariners in the U.S.
and abroad, died at 11 July 2023

He was a mentor and friend to far too many
unions, also IMMS

Captain Quick was a legendary piloting figure
and one of the foundational pillars of modern
pilotage.

Captain Quick graduated from the U.S. Merchant
Marine Academy at King's Point in 1951 — 72
years ago this year. He also later earned his law
degree from the University of Baltimore Law
School and is a proctor member of the Maritime
Law Association of the United States.

After sea service as a deck officer, where he was
licensed by the U.S. Coast Guard as master of
ships of any gross tonnage, he entered the
training program of the Association of Maryland
Pilots in 1956. He became a fully licensed
Maryland pilot in 1962 and retired from active
piloting in 2001 after a distinguished piloting
career of over 40 years.

He held numerous leadership positions during his
career, including as President of the Association
of Maryland Pilots, President of the Port of
Baltimore Maritime Exchange, He received
lifetime achievements from numerous national
marine  societies, the American Pilots’
Association and Safety at Sea Magazine, and was
chosen as a distinguished graduate of the U.S.
Merchant Marine Academy.
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The 10 technological products of the
marine industries were unveiled at the
Iran Innovation and Technology House.

Dr. Dehghani Firouzabadi, Deputy Minister of
Science, Technology and Economy of
Knowledge Foundation, Dr. Safaei, Deputy
Minister of Roads and Urban Development and
CEO of Ports and Maritime Organization had
been presented in one-day exhibition of
technological capabilities and products of
Marine in the Iran Innovation and Technology
House at the Tehran International Exhibition
Center.

Several products are supported by Iranian
Mariners Merchant Syndicate, directly

"Sediment Indicator", "Automatic Coastal
Identification ~ System", "Online Marine
Transportation ~ Services", "Dual Purpose
Subsurface", "Probe Robot", '"Inflatable
Lifeguard System", "Buoy Monitoring System",
"Software" "Marine Specialty", "Intelligent and
Integrated Sea Emergency Response System"
and "Inflatable Lifeguard System" were the
products unveiled in today's exhibition.

Irunian Morchant
Mariners Syndicate

Meeting of the Secretary of the IMMS
with the Secretary General of the
International Maritime Organization

IMO secretar-General Kitack Lim receives Mr.
Saman Resaei, General Secretary and member
of Iranian merchant Mariners syndicate board
(ITF affiliated in Middle East) accompanied by
Mrs. Mandana Mansoorian, deputy permanent
representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran
to the IMO at IMO headquarters, London




Iranian Merchant Mariners Syndicate

Iranian Merchant Mariners Syndicate (IMMS) is a non-governmental organiza-
- tion dedicated to defending the right of seafarers to a decent working condition
-~ and fair wages.

The above goal is generally achieved by means of Collective Bargaining Agree-
ments with shipping companies and manning agencies.

Furthermore, IMMS follows up on any and all cases of misdeed, default, ne-
glect or failure of companies in meeting their lawful obligations, reported by
seafarers.
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